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 Greetings!  As the school doors opened this past month, Venango Catholic High 
School began its 49th year of educating young men and women in mind, body and spirit.  Our 
incoming freshman class is the largest in quite some time.  Twenty-nine students walked 
through the doors to begin their experience here at VCHS.  With additional new students in 
the upper grades, we are proud to say that VC is up in enrollment by eleven students.  To wel-
come our students, VCHS spent the summer months improving ourselves in several areas: 
First, Technology.  Through a grant secured by the Diocese of Erie Catholic Schools Office, 
schools had the opportunity to connect with a Wide Area Network (WAN), PAIUnet, and 
Internet2 at a reduced cost.  VCHS saw this opportunity as an investment in the future of our 
educational program.  Distance Education, Videoconferencing, Virtual Fieldtrips, Research 
Projects, Professional Development, Author Visits, Internet Safety, and Video-on-Demand 
will be available for our teacher and student use.  Having fiber internet in the school will help 
increase our capacity and speed…and will increase connectivity between Pennsylvania Inter-
mediate Units and schools providing access to content and resources that will transform the 
way educational services and information are delivered.  The 3D television, camera, and hard-
ware arrived in October (see picture, page 4 ).  The faculty and students are excited about this 
new opportunity and look forward to its successes in the future.  The second area of improve-
ment targeted our existing service program.  After much review and discussion, we recognized 
there was a disconnect between doing service because of requirement and embracing service as a way of life.  The 
new program will provide more opportunities for faculty advisors and students to meet, dis-
cuss, and implement practical ways to get out into the community and get involved in „hands-
on‟ projects.  The new program will allow for more discussion and reflection about the service 
experiences.  Also, seniors will be responsible for implementing a Service Program Project that 
will benefit local and surrounding agencies, peoples, environmental issues, etc.  The hope is 
that our young men and women will gain a greater understanding of stewardship as seen in the 
Gospels, so that they may continue to live out Christ‟s message of service after the high school 
years.  Another area of improvement has been in the area of communication.  With a top 
notch website and e-newsletter, we hope that more and more people (like you) are able to con-
nect with VCHS.  Through critique and encouragement from parents and alumni, we realized 
communication was an area that needed to be improved.  As Headmaster, I want you to know 
that steps are being taken to improve in this area, both in-house as well as with our alumni 
base.  A final area of improvement has been the overall aesthetics of the school.  All the lock-
ers have been repainted, improvements have been made in the cafeteria, and the overall ap-
pearance of the hallways and stairwells was worked on these past few months.  It was amazing 
to see student and adult volunteers on their hands and knees, scraping old wax and dirt off the 
area where the wall meets the floor.  Top all of that with the new blinds that are being installed 
throughout the building (see article in this newsletter) and it is a noticeable difference.  The 
school looks great! 

As an administration, faculty, and student body, we listened to the critiques, sugges-
tions, and thoughts on what might help make our school the best place for parents to send 
their children.  We believe we have taken and will continue to take the necessary steps to ad-
dress each one of them.  As our mission statement states: “Venango Catholic Preparatory 
Schools are committed to building a strong foundation for lifelong achievement rooted in the 
teachings of Christ.”  We look forward to the beginning of another year of doing our best, so 
we may always put our best foot forward to educate our young people in Christ‟s image. 

Thanks for being part of the VCHS family. 

 

       Peace, 

Venango Catholic High School 

is a member of the VCPS 



 “I‟m not going to say 

a whole lot, but if you watch 

me you‟ll get the idea of what 

I‟m about.”  This quote 

comes from Mark Kulinski, a 

2011 graduate of Venango 

Catholic High School.  Mark, 

a three sport athlete, gained 

much notoriety during the fall 

of 2010 when he set many 

District Ten passing records 

as quarterback for the Oil 

City Oilers.  Through a coop-

erative agreement with the 

local public high school, Mark 

and other VCHS students 

have the opportunity to play 

sports not offered here at a 

competitive level.  Soccer, 

track & field, tennis and 

swimming are the other co-

op sports.  Mark comes from 

a football family.  His dad, 

Leon, was quarterback for 

the Oilers some years ago 

and his brother Matt also 

served as signal caller a few 

years ago.  Mark also helped 

the Viking basketball team 

finish the 2010-2011 regular 

season with the best overall 

record in school history.  His 

experience as a quarterback 

brought a leadership quality 

and a calming influence that 

was much needed, especially 

as the pressure mounted on 

a bunch of young players 

attempting to run the table 

without a loss.  Mark‟s final 

sport was track & field.  Aside 

from participating in the 

1,600 meter relay and triple 

jump, he set the Oil City High 

School Pole Vault record in 

one of the final dual meets of 

the season.  An Oiler…and 

also a Viking. 

 Mark has enjoyed 

his time here at VC.  He‟s 

happy and peaceful.  He truly 

loves athletics but has just 

as much fun playing ping-

pong with his classmates at 

lunchtime.  He‟s a straight A 

student who wants to be 

challenged to be better.  

Mark earned the honor of 

being class Valedictorian.  In 

his graduation speech, he 

challenged his classmates to 

settle for nothing but doing 

their best in everything they 

attempt in life.  Headmaster 

Fr. John P. Malthaner recalls 

a conversation with Mark 

about the number of college 

recruits that were coming to 

Venango Catholic High 

School to speak to Mark.  

Asked if he was overwhelmed 

by the onslaught of college 

coaches who were lining up 

to speak to him, Mark simply 

said, “No, they‟ve go a job to 

do.  It‟s flattering, really.  I 

have an idea where I‟m going 

but they took the time to 

come over so I‟ll listen to 

them.”  Another conversation 

Malthaner recalls revolved 

around playing football in 

college.  Asked if football was 

a priority, Mark replied, “Yes 

and no.  Yes, because I would 

like to play at that level.  But 

my first priority is to go to 

college and pursue a career 

in dentistry.  If football works 

out, fine.  If it doesn‟t, that‟s 

fine, too.”  Many times Fr. 

Malthaner and others made 

the remark as to how much 

Mark impressed them as a 

person. 

 Actions do speak 

louder than words.  Most of 

us will remember what a per-

son did more than what they 

said.  Having the pleasure of 

being around him for four 

years at VCHS, we „get the 

idea of what he‟s about‟.  

Setting the records aside, we 

will remember Mark Kulinski 

as a good young man who is 

blessed with many gifts, 

maybe especially with a lov-

ing and supportive family, his 

own and the one here at 

school as well. 

Actions Speak Louder Than Words 
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Mark graduated Valedictorian of the 2011 
class and is currently at Case Western 
Reserve University majoring in biology 

and a member of the football team. 

OCHS RECORDS 
 
Career Total Offense- 6,063 
Career Most 200 Yard Games- 16 
Career Most 300 Yard Games- 4 
Career Completion Percentage- 57.7% 
Season Completion Percentage- 66.7% 
Season QB Rating 131.9% 
Season Most 200 Yard Games- 9 
Season Most 300 Yard Games- 4 
Season Game Completions- 24 
Longest TD Pass- 87yds 

CURRENT D-10/ 
OCHS RECORDS 

 
Career Completions- 378 
Season Completions- 204 
Career Passing Yards- 6,045 
Season Passing Yards- 3,253 
Single Game Passing Yards- 444 
Career TD Passes- 60 
Season TD Passes- 35 
Single Game TD Passes- 6 
 

Kulinski finishes 
with a stellar year 

 
 
 
 
 

All-Star Selections for 2010 
Region 5 Player of the Year and 

First Team QB 
District 10 Player of the Year and 

First Team QB 
All Western PA First Team QB 

PA Football News 3rd Team All-Star QB 
 
 
 
 

LADY VIKING     
BASKETBALL 

SCHEDULE           
11-12 SEASON 

Visit us at www.venangocatholic.org 

All games start at 6pm 
unless stated otherwise. 

VIKING BOYS     
BASKETBALL 

SCHEDULE           
11-12 SEASON 

12/9 @ Keystone Tip-off             
Tourney time TBA 
12/10 @ Keystone Tip-off     
Tourney time TBA 
12/14 vs Moniteau 
12/20 @ Karns City 
12/28 @ Oil City H.S.      
Holiday Tourney time TBA 
12/29 @ Oil City H.S.      
Holiday Tourney time TBA 
1/4 vs. West forest 
1/6 vs. North Clarion 
1/9 @ Clarion 
1/11 vs. Clarion-Limestone 
1/13 vs. Cranberry 
1/17 @ A-C Valley 
1/20 vs. Keystone 
1/23 @ North Clarion 
1/25 vs. Union 
1/27 @ Clarion-Limestone 
1/30 @ East Forest 
2/1 @ Redbank 
2/8 vs. Clarion 
2/10 @ West Forest 
2/13 vs. East Forest 
2/15 @ Cranberry 

11/26 @ DCC 10am 
12/9 -12/10 Tip-off     
Tourney @ VCHS time TBA 
12/13 @ Moniteau 
12/20 vs. Karns City 
12/27-12/28 @ Redbank 
Holiday Tourney time TBA 
1/3 @ West Forest 
1/6 @ North Clarion 
1/9 vs. Clarion 
1/11 @ Clarion-Limestone 
1/13 @ Cranberry 
1/18 vs. A-C Valley 
1/20 @ Keystone 
1/23 vs. North Clarion 
1/25 @ Union 
1/27  vs. Clarion-Limestone 
1/30 vs. East Forest 
2/1 vs. Redbank 
2/8 @ Clarion 
2/10 vs. West Forest 
2/13 @ East Forest 
2/15 vs. Cranberry 



Megan Lutz of Oil City, an outstanding runner 
and a state qualifier for Venango Catholic High 
School and Oil City High School, was profiled in 
August in the John Carroll University newsletter as 
a scholar-athlete. 

Lutz, daughter of Deb Lutz of Oil City, is a senior 
at John Carroll where she has earned honorable 
mention in the Academic All-Ohio Athletic 
Conference, as a member of the women’s cross 
country and track teams for two consecutive years. 

The following article, written by Chris   Wenzler, 
John Carroll University sports information director, 
is being reprinted with the university’s permission. 

 

Oil City, Pa., is a stone‟s throw from 
Franklin and a quick jaunt down the 
road from Titusville. 

It is also 1,000 miles from Ecuador. 

Megan Lutz felt every bit of that 
distance when she sat aboard a plane 
heading toward that South American 
country in late May 2010. 

“That was my moment of panic,” said 
Lutz as she recounted her first cam-
pus ministry immersion experience at 
John Carroll. “I was thinking, „what 
am I doing here?‟” 

The girl from a small city halfway 
between Pittsburgh and Erie, whose 
graduating class from Venango 
Catholic High School tallied 27 sen-
iors, and whose fluency in Spanish 
was beginner level at best, was about 
to face the challenge of her life. 

Just another day in the life of Megan 
Lutz. 

Hailing from a town of just over 
10,000 inhabitants, Lutz was and still 
is proud of her one and only home-

town. 

“When I go for my run, I will always 
see someone I know,” Lutz said. 
“Almost every face is a familiar one, 
which can be both good and bad. I 
love seeing them, but it extends the 
workout because inevitably I‟ll stop to 
talk.” 

It is a place she would love to come 
back to after graduation, but there 
was a definite pull to see the world 
first. 

When it came time to seek out a 
college, she aimed big, targeting the 
likes of Notre Dame and Villanova. 

Then her mother stumbled upon 
John Carroll. 

„It might be a cliche, but when I first 
stepped on campus for a visit, I fell in 
love with the place,” she said. “The 
people, the size, the academics ... it 
just felt like where I needed to be.” 

It also happened to be a good fit for 
her athletic career. A cross country 
runner from a high school program 
that was coached by the local pastor, 
Lutz and her small-in-number team 
had often competed against much 
bigger schools on a consistent basis. 
There would be no intimidation fac-
tor running at John Carroll. 

“My mother was right,” Lutz said 
with a laugh. “I really love competing 
and being on this team. I never would 
have had that opportunity at a bigger 
school like the ones I had initially 
applied to. Being a part of cross coun-
try has really been a positive experi-

-Star selection 2008-2009, 

2009-2010, KSAC MVP in the 

2010-2011 season.  

This past season, Maxx aver-

aged 25.4 points per game and 

12.2 rebounds. He also aver-

aged 6.8 assists and 3.3 steals.  

“It is where I wanted to go for 

the most part,” Rynd said of 

Slippery Rock. “Their point 

guard just graduated this year, 

so I might see some time. Their 

coach, Kevin Reynolds, is really 

nice. The conference is pretty 

good and I want good competi-

tion.”  

The 2011 basketball season 

was a perfect season. The boys 

finished 23-0. They were the 

KSAC Champions. Maxx Rynd, 

their spirited vocal leader, fin-

ished the season as the VCHS 

All-Time Leading Scorer with 

1,749 points, passing a record 

that has stood since 1981 set 

by Mary Kay Lynch.  

Maxx has decided to continue 

his basketball career at Division 

II Slippery Rock University.  

Maxx was a three-time scoring 

leader in District 9. He earned 

the Rookie of the Year title in 

2008-2009, 1st team KSAC  All

VC graduate finds she has mission in life 
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joining the Christian Life Communities 
and signing up for immersion experi-
ences. That eventually put her on the 
plane to Ecuador. 

... Fueled by that first trip, Lutz has since 
gone to Jamaica and will be heading down 
to New Orleans in January. 

Lutz admits her life is “meticulously 
planned,” and credits her absolute de-
pendency on “to-do lists” a a key to her 
sanity as well as her success. 

At the same time, it is the unexpected 
moments that nourish her spirit. 

“...I remember standing there (on top of a 
high hill in Ecuador) and just being in 
awe,” Lutz said. “This feeling came over 
me that is hard to describe, but it was just 
a sense that despite all the challenges I 
encountered, this is where I was meant to 
be at this place and time.” 

Megan Lutz 

Visit us at www.venangocatholic.org 

Maxx was also considering Robert 

Morris University. 

“I was going to walk-on at Robert 

Morris, but I signed too late and I 

didn‟t want to walk on with another 

point guard already signed,” he 

said. “I didn‟t know what I wanted to 

do yet and they didn‟t have my  

major, sports management.” 

Rynd will be a preferred walk-on and 

said he will get a scholarship, in all 

likelihood, his sophomore season.  

Follow Maxx at: 

http://rockathletics.com/roster.aspx? 

rp_id=5803&path=mbball 

Viking Connection 

ence in so many ways.” 

Lutz is now a senior and entering the 
second year of being a team captain. 
Based on the athletes returning as 
well as a strong freshman class, she 
feels very optimistic about the team 
she will be leading. 

....When the competitive season ends, 
Lutz will turn to her life‟s pursuit of 
becoming a teacher. She has already 
done observations and will spend one 
day per week in the fall in a class-
room. She will then spend the spring 
semester completing her student 
teaching requirements before picking 
up her diploma. 

As an education major with a 3.97 
grade point average, Lutz admits to 
be chomping at the bit to start her 
career. 

“I love how education is the one 
major where you get a practice year 
before getting started on your own,” 
she said. 

All the while that Lutz has balanced 
academics and athletics, she has 
found time to give back in which ever 
community she can offer her benevo-
lence. At first, it was in Oil City where 
Venango Catholic required its stu-
dents to volunteer 25 hours of com-
munity service each year. She would 
teach religious education or get in-
volved in downtown beautification 
projects. 

Then, at John Carroll, she was en-
couraged to look into what campus 
ministry had to offer during Sunday 
Masses and followed through by 

Maxx Rynd takes his talents to Slippery Rock University 
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2010 Graduate receives 

the Elmira College Moser 

Freshman Prize 
Paige Kleinfelder, 2010 VCHS graduate, 

was awarded the “Elmira College Moser 

Freshman Prize.” This award is given to 

the student achieving the highest grade 

point average at the end of the first year 

of full-time academic work. Paige com-

pleted her freshman year at Elmira Col-

lege with a 4.0 GPA and received the 

award and a $500 prize.  

Paige has been asked to tutor freshmen 

in the Writing Program this year. She will 

also be working as an assistant to Marc 

Dennis (a well-known artist and profes-

sor in the Art Department), giving tours 

on campus as a member of the Gold Key 

Society. 

Paige Kleinfelder with                

Elmira College President              

Dr. Thomas Meier 

Dedicated Video Conferencing Equipment. 
In September VC saw the pinnacle component of the Diocesan‟s Wide Area Network (WAN) installed. 

The new video conference system is an educational tool providing dedicated high definition audio 

and video connectivity via a Scopia HD PTZ (pan, tilt, zoom) controllable camera/video server and a 

Samsung 55” HDTV LCD display all on a mobile cart. The system has already been successfully 

tested and utilized on two occasions. Students in Math and English classes recently participated in  

cooperative and interactive video conferencing. Ms. Hoeft‟s math students studying Economics had 

an entertaining customized tour via an educational liaison at the Major League Baseball Hall of 

Fame focusing on statistics and economics of sporting activities throughout the history of baseball. 

Work materials and study guides were downloaded in preparation for the live program. Mrs. Eckert‟s 

writing class took part in “The Deadliest Writing” collaborative writing project. It 

was a live interaction with the author and several writing classes from other dis-

tant high schools. The ability for VC to provide interactive audio and video capa-

bilities is not limited to student use. The faculty will be using the device and oth-

ers like it for staff training and to offer distance learning from within the circle of 

expertise of the VC faculty. We can now, via various faculty fortes, provide train-

ing and lectures to remote classrooms. The school‟s foreign language teacher, 

Mrs. Julie McCandless, will soon be teaching remote classes to schools that do 

not have a Spanish teacher on staff. Ultimately the library will be transformed 

into a media center where distance learning activity space and equipment will be 

utilized. The WAN equipment was provided through a Grant from the Education 

Dept. of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie and set up with the cooperation of 

IU5 in Edinboro. Both were instrumental in the establishment of the WAN for end 

uses such as the video conferencing capabilities and Internet2. 

Academic Team does well at  
Hometown High-Q Competition 

They meet during lunch and activity period at least once a week. 
As it draws nearer to competition time, it is a daily occurrence. 
They are the Academic Team of VCHS. This past year they 
competed in the KDKA Hometown High-Q and advanced, 
and advanced, and well……..made it to the semi-final round 
and finished in 5th place over all out of 81 teams!!! Lead team 
members appearing in the televised competition Jake Smith (Jr), 
Ryan DeLaney (Jr), and Aquila Lesko (Sr), made a name for 
VCHS on the show when they kept reappearing. They made the 
2 hour trip in the VC bus, once being held up by a HUGE traf-
fic jam, but each time they didn‟t appear rattled. They answered 
questions in history, math, science, literature, art, and govern-
ment. In the end, they won a $2,000 grant from Westfield In-
surance Company for the school.  

Now Jake and Ryan are Seniors and Aquila has moved on to 
Niagara University and a new training phase has started. A 
sophomore by the name of Nicholas Barletta has joined the 
team. Nick comes to the team with much knowledge and is 
currently learning some quick buzzer skills from captain Jake.  
It‟s a game of fast thinking skills and quick buzzer ringing-
something these guys practice everyday at lunch. Academic 
Team Advisor Ms. Nancy Hoeft keeps them on their toes with 
tough questions and throws them off with an easy one every 
now and then.   

Wish them luck as they go to battle for the first time this year 
on  November 19 (air date not known yet). We will let you 
know on our facebook page as soon as we find out.   

KDKA’s Ken Rice, Aquila Lesko, Jake Smith, and Ryan DeLaney 

NEW TECHNOLOGY IN THE COMPUTER LAB 
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Standing back row: Elliot Gibson, Matt Kuhn, Alec Thurau, Garrett Hawkins, Indy Judy, Scott Toy. 

Front row: Luke Plumer, Nathan Dudzic, Jacob Hargenrader. Absent from photo: Jonah Jones  

VCHS GOLF TEAM RUNS THE TABLE TO WIN THE CHAMPIONSHIP 

Venango Catholic High School has begun its “Buy a Blind” campaign. Venango Catholic High School is 

fundraising to replace all of the blinds in the school. This is occurring in conjunction with the replace-

ment of the school boiler system in an effort to make Venango Catholic High School as energy effi-

cient as possible. Funding to date has allowed blinds to be installed in the cafeteria, three offices, the 

main office, the weight room and a single classroom. The students and staff at Venango Catholic in-

vite everyone to stop in and see the recent updates. 

 

If you are interested in supporting this project, you can donate a blind to the school either from your-

self or in someone else‟s name. The donation requested is $150 per blind, which covers the cost of 

the unit and installation, although all donations are welcome. 

 

You can make your donation to the “Buy a Blind” campaign in two ways: You can donate online at  

http://www.venangocatholic.org/donations.php, designating your gift as a “Buy a Blind” donation, or 

you can mail in or drop off your donation at Venango Catholic High School, 1505 West First Street, Oil 

City, PA, 16301. Please make all checks payable to Venango Catholic High School. 

BE KIND, BUY A BLIND  

Visit us at www.venangocatholic.org 

Venango Catholic’s golf team could have opened the 2011 season 

better, but not much worse.  

Coach Jim Hawkins’ Vikings didn’t compete in the season-opening 
Keystone Shortway Athletic Conference megamatch. Instead, in a last-
minute decision, they played in the Warren Invitational at Blueberry Hill 

Golf Club, where they finished 12th in a 21-team field. 

VC then traveled to Clarion Oaks Golf Club for its first KSAC match 

and began the dual-meet season with a 234-242 loss to Clarion.  

Suddenly, VC was sitting at the bottom of the conference standing with 

an 0-1 record after having lost only two matches the previous season.  

Venango Catholic, the third smallest of the 546 schools which sponsor 
boys golf in PA, also had a setback prior to the campaign. Senior Ben 
Guth, projected as the team’s No. 3 golfer, injured his knee during the 

summer and was lost for the season. 

Little did Hawkins and the Vikings know they would have to win all their 
remaining matches to win their first outright golf conference champion-

ship in school history.  

It’s quite possible it was better the young squad didn’t know. 

“After our first loss, with two freshmen and a second-year golfer, we 
improved and gained more confidence,” Hawkins said. “The seniors - 

captain Garrett Hawkins and Matt Kuhn - helped them along.” 

Venango Catholic began its 9-0 run with a 225-242 win over Cranberry 
at Cross Creek Resort, the Vikings’ home course. A 231-242 victory 
over returning KSAC runner-up Forest Area followed and the Vikes 

were 2-1 and on their way.  

VC improved to 3-1 with a 217-267 victory over Moniteau at Shamrock 
Golf Course before winning its closest dual meet of the season with a 

236-239 triumph over visiting Karns City. 

Next up was a trip to Pinecrest golf course and a 237-250 win over 
Clarion-Limestone before the Vikings claimed the KSAC’s in-season 
megamatch at Cross Creek Resort. Kuhn led VC with a score of 78 

and Alec Thurau, also a senior, had an 80 and Garrett Hawkins’ 82 gave the Vikings three 

golfers among the top six. 

VC used its momentum to post a 219-227 win over defending conference champion A-C 

Valley. 

Poised at 6-1 with three matches remaining. VC dispatched Redbank Valley (166-205) 

and Union (221-263) to set up its last-match heroics against visiting Keystone. 

Thurau took home medalist honors with a 39. Hawkins, who didn’t lose a match all sea-
son as the No. 1 player, settled for a tie in the final with a round of 42 en route to helping 
the Vikes to a 219-237 victory over the Panthers. Cranberry handed Clarion its second 

loss of the season at Wanango Golf Club and the title was Venango Catholic’s! 

Joining the three seniors on the team were sophomore Jonah Jones and freshmen Na-

than Dudzic and Scott Toy - champions all.  

(Portions written by Craig Phillips, sports writer for The Derrick and The News-Herald.) 

http://www.venangocatholic.org/donations.php


 This year finds some exciting 

changes and additions to the VC Theater 

Department.  From Shakespeare to Willy 

Wonka, our thespians will be center stage 

the entire year!  Our most exciting change 

began this fall with the addition of a Per-

forming Arts Course.  Students explore 

everything from acting styles to stage 

techniques.  The students in this course, 

together with our regular drama activity 

group, are also preparing to compete this 

coming February at the Shakespeare 

Monologue & Scene Contest at the Pitts-

burgh Public Theater.  Throughout one 

week more than 1,000 students in grades 

4-12 gather to compete on the main 

stage, without costumes, props, or setting, 

in front of a panel of judges.  A preview 

will be shown at a special performance in 

the VC cafeteria on the evening of Decem-

ber 17 and again on the afternoon of De-

cember 18. The title performance is „An 

Evening with the Arts: Shakespeare, Song, 

& Starters.‟  This presentation will also 

include a performance from the VC choir 

as well as a sneak peak of our spring mu-

sical. Appetizers and dessert will be served. 

 Our second semester brings 

even more excitement!  Auditions have 

taken place and roles have been cast for 

our spring production of Willy Wonka!  

Many of these students will also be en-

rolled in our new spring course, Musical 

Theater, where they‟ll learn and prac-

tice techniques for stage singing and 

performance. 

 Both courses are taught by the 

theater director, Ms. Nancy Hoeft, and 

our spring production is under the musi-

cal direction of Mr. Chad Hill.                  

 Please join us this year and be 

a part of all the excitement!  Mark your 

calendars:  December 17/18 – “An 

Evening with the Arts: Shakespeare, 

Song, & Starters”, and March 24/25 – 

Willy Wonka. 

VCHS DRAMA DEPT. NEWS 

Choir is Alive at VCHS Again 
val.  "Choir robes are required for the festi-
val," said Mr. Hill. "We were able to find 
some green robes with gold stoles for last 
year‟s two participants.  It will be great if 
we can acquire robes in VC's colors for our 
students to wear for this year‟s festival." 

 We are pleased to announce that 
four of VC's students will be participating 
in PMEA District Chorus this coming 
January.  Jessica Boal, Rebecca Jones, Natt 
Licht, and Alyssa Zlotnicki, all seniors, 
were selected to participate in the three day 
festival.  The four students were chosen by 
VC's choir director, Mr. Chad Hill.  "We 
were very lucky that we were able to send 
more students than normally allowed," Mr. 
Hill said of the students  "This is a great 
opportunity for all of them."  Jessica Boal, 
one of last year‟s festival participants, said, 
"It was a great experience being the first 
students to represent VC at District Choir 
in a long time. It was also neat being part of 
a 160-member choir."   

 VC is also purchasing new choir 
robes for the students to use for the festi-
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VC is in the process of raising money to pur-
chase choir robes. The robes will be in the style 
as seen above, in black with gold trim.  The 
stoles will also be black and gold with "VC" 
embroidered on them.  If you would be inter-
ested in helping us purchase the choir robes, 
please call the school @ (814) 677-3098 or email 
 vchs@venangocatholic.org 

Last year‟s participants Alyssa Zlotnicki, Jessica 
Boal and Choir Director Mr. Chad Hill (R) stand 
with Festival Director Mr. Thomas Octave. 

Visit us at www.venangocatholic.org 

VCHS Class of 2011- Where Did They Go? 
David Michael Brooker.……………… Clarion University 

Kayla Pauline Cook…………...West Virginia University 

Maximillian Stanley Dudzic III………Clarion University 

Katherine Adair Erich………………..Marshall University 

Andrew Morgan Evans……….Slippery Rock University 

Grant Owen Hugus…………………….Entered Workforce 

Emilee Marie Janidlo……………...St. Francis University 

Mark Edward Kulinski……….Case Western University 

 

 

Aquila Cherisse Lesko………………..Niagara University 

Mary Catherine Maleski…………………….Clarion University- 

    Venango Campus 

Brock Wesley Mason……………………….Mercyhurst College 

Adrianna Mae Mason………………….Spring Arbor University 

Sarah Ann McGuinness…………………….Ashland University 

Ryan Joseph McMahon……Mercyhurst College- Northeast 

Maxx Harrison Rynd-………………...Slippery Rock University 

 



  Venango Catholic High School recently received a favorable recommendation for re-accreditation by the Pennsylvania Middle 

States Association of Colleges and Schools. 

  VC chose the Accreditation for Growth protocol as the basis of its study.  This protocol calls for the school to evaluate its over-

all program, indicating areas of strength and also areas where growth is needed.  There are twelve standards that need to be 

met (including areas such as Philosophy/Mission, School Improvement Planning, Finances, Facilities, Health and Safety, and 

the Educational Program) as well as several “action plans” that need to be recommended and implemented.    VCHS began the 

self-study about a year and a half ago.  As Headmaster, I can honestly say we are grateful to have gone through this process.  

It‟s good to make time and take a critical look at what you are doing as a school community.  Being able to come together and 

name your strengths as well as recognizing areas that need improvement only serves to help us grow.  We have set reasonable 

and necessary goals for the future of Venango Catholic High School.  We believe these goals will help the school continue to 

provide a quality Catholic-Christian education to insure that our students are well prepared for the next step in their lives. 

  A big thanks goes out to the Validation Team that spent three and a half days with us at the school.  The Validation Team con-

sisted of four Catholic-Christian high school educators:  two from the Pittsburgh Diocese, one from the Greensburg Diocese, 

and one from the Buffalo, NY Diocese.  Each of the team members spent time with administration, faculty, students, parents, 

and staff members.  Their role was to validate our self-evaluation and, specifically, to determine if we met the standards and 

objectives as outlined in the Accreditation for Growth protocol.  They helped to affirm us in our areas of strength as well as 

challenge us in areas where growth is needed. 

  Venango Catholic High School looks forward to the next step: developing a strategy to implement the goals and objectives 

that will help us to better serve our most precious commodity…the students who walk through our doors each day! 

  Venango Catholic High School is proud to be part of the Venango Catholic Preparatory Schools.  We are Committed to Building 

a Strong Foundation for Lifelong Achievement Rooted in the Teachings of Christ.    

VCHS Receives Favorable Recommendation for Re-accreditation 

Academic Team is off to a Great Start 
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 The VC Academic Team 

(including math team) is off and running 

at full speed this year.  Since school be-

gan they‟ve been preparing for three dif-

ferent events.  November 3rd found the 

math team competing at Clarion Univer-

sity in their 27th Annual High School 

Mathematics Competition.  After a two 

hour test with 25 teams consisting of at 

least 200 students, the VC math team 

took 3rd place in their division! Senior 

Jake Smith took 4th place individually 

over approximately 130 other students.  

Congrats to the math team! 

Since the math competition, the 

team has focused its sights on the KDKA 

Hometown High-Q (see separate article) 

and the Carnegie Science Center‟s Chain 

Reaction Contraption Contest.  The chain 

reaction contest involves building a ma-

chine within specific dimensions that will 

perform a certain operation with 20 or 

more steps.  This is a contest very similar 

to the famed Rube Goldberg competitions 

that test engineering, physics, and math 

principles.  This year‟s challenge is to play 

a musical instrument.  The team has 

enlisted the help of Mr. Doug Suhr as their 

engineering mentor, and has also con-

sulted with our music director Mr. Chad 

Hill.  The actual competition takes place 

at the science center in Pittsburgh on  

December 9. 

 The academic team meets during 

lunch, activity period, and after school as 

needed, and is coached by Ms. Nancy 

Hoeft.  Members include:   

Seniors 

*Ryan DeLaney                *Luke Ziegler 

*Katherine Sockey          *Matt Kuhn 

*Jake Smith, captain         Doug Suhr 

Juniors 

   Mora McLaughlin 

Sophomores 

*Nick Barletta      *Courtney Kuhn 

   Indy Judy              Victoria Dziekciasz 

Freshman 

*Colleen Cunningham 

   Christopher Fink 

*Kristin McHenry 

*Claire Niederriter 

*denotes math team member 

Visit us at www.venangocatholic.org 

VIKING CONNECTION GOES ONLINE 
  The Viking Connection is now online at 

www.venangocatholic.org. Click on the 

“Read the Viking Connection” tab and you 

will have full access to a PDF format of 

the exact Viking Connection you are   

reading now. Please contact us at 

vchs@venangocatholic.org with your 

email address so that we may send you 

upcoming editions of the Viking Connec-

tion. The back page of this newsletter has 

information on how to contact us if you 

would still like to receive a “hard copy.”  

If you have updated information for you 

or your child, please fill out the form or 

email us so that we can send the Vi-

king Connection to the right place.  

WE LOVE HEARING FROM YOU!     

D R O P  U S  A  L I N E  A T 

vchs@venangocatholic.org ANYTIME!! 
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ALUMNI INFORMATION UPDATE 
Mail back to the school @ 1505 W. 1st St. Oil City, PA 16301 or  

E-mail vchs@venangocatholic.org with your updates or 

Scan with your smart phone and go to“contact us”   


